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Program seeks to display student research

Forwm highlights research of
Clenson faculty and students
Hroughout the monith of April.

JULIE LEDBETTER

News Editor (Interim)

For the second vear in a row, April will be
Clemson’s Focus on Research Month.

The program. staried by Frankie Felder, the
associate dean of graduate students. began
10 years ago as a one-day event with just a
poster forum. It bas tumed into a month-long
celebration of rescarch on campus.

When Felder amrived st Clemson, she
noticed there was a2 ot of loyalty to the
University. but it was mosily towards the
athletics depantment. “1 thought ... this is
fabulous that people are so loyal to Clemson
athletics; 1 wonder if there is anything | could
do te get a fan base of people excited about
coming to Clemson 10 see what we do on the
academic side.” she said.

Felder began this program as 2 way to
create more interest i academics. “We
needed 10 do something to bring forward 10
the public eve what wraduate students do a1
Clemson.” she smd

About seven vears ago. Cathoun Honors
{wilepge asked 1o have iis siudemts parmcipate

in the research forum along with the graduate
students. Soon after, depantments from scross
campus bhegan o participate in the forum as
weil.

“One of the things I Iike most about o s
that it's a huge collaborative effort across
campus.” said Dana brvin. assestant director
of Calboun Honors College.

The program has continued to grow over
the past ten years. The first year there were
about 66 students who participated m the
forum and now more than 200 stadents par-
ticipate. The program has gotten so large
had 10 relocate to Lintlelohn Coliseum

The poster forum is a contes! where pradu-
ate, honors and undergraduate students create
posiers to showcase their research.

The posters are displayed @1 an expo in
Littlejohn Coliseum, and the students are
there to discuss their research with the pub-
lic. The posters are then judged within each
college and awards are given out.

Select posters will be displayed in hibranes
across the state and in a few high schools

The program is reaching out to lagh school
students across the state by opeming labs
Faculty and graduate students will host wours
of rescarch Iab facilities. “The idea here is for
high school students to begin to make some
real connections,” said Felder.

Some of the facilitics parucipating in this
year's tours are driving simulation fab, pho-
tomechanics lab, computer assisted phone
imterviewing lab and the wind load test
facthity.

A new cvent this vear and special project of
Calhoun Honors College is the Brainstorm.
Middle school studemis and parents and
teachers from area schools get fo participate

LOOK WHAT | DIDMed South presents his research ideas to, from left ta right;

Mery Darnetl, 7ill Smyih, and Professor Mary Palmer Dargan, 8514

SHOWING OFF:

The poster forum will be bedd in Little Jofn Coltceamn
dhix year i to the monber of entries.

Posters will be fudged seperately within different colleges.

in activities hosted by different depantments.

Workshops will be held for faculty and
staff throughout the month, and there will be
several award ceremonies including one held
by Clemson University Rescarch Foundation
and the Rising Stars Reception.

Research, Felder says is sigmificant to the
University. Besides atiracting some of the top
undergraduate students. she says it will be
what catapults the university into the top 20.



