The Approach and Arrival Sequence




In Atlanta, GA, the former
parking area was a large
free-form asphalt pad.
The existing gazebo
became the focal point
for the new parking area
and bluestone pierced by
an ophiopogon running
strip provide welcome

green relief.

Dignity
and Expectation

THE COMPONENTS OF A FULLY EXPRESSED LANDSCAPE

The Approach and Arrival sequence
is first of the four components of a fully
expressed landscape. It begins at the
street and ends at the front door and
includes three parts: the drive portal and
drive corridor, the parking court and the
entry node. This part of the master plan
sets the stage for an unforgettable
property. Your property has a unique
personality, and you can design it to
create a lasting impression.

Whether located in the city, suburbs
or countryside, the approach and arrival
sequence is the welcome mat for visi-
tors. This series of linked spaces takes
visitors from the street to the front
entrance of the house. The distance
may vary from a few feet in urban set-
tings to a few miles in the country.

This important entry corridor is often
the most neglected part of a contempo-
rary residential property. Many home-
owners concentrate their efforts where
they spend most of their time relaxing,
entertaining or gardening. As a result,
the driveway and parking area are
anonymously paved and left to their
own devices.

The portal involves the public inter-
face between street and private drive.
The parking court offers convenient and
succinct parking. The entry node
embraces and directs visitors to the
front door.

Our forefathers knew how to layer
the approach and arrival in a number of
ways. For centuries, a long axial driveway
leading up to the front of a building
underscored the property’s significance
and impressed visitors with a sense of
dignity and grandeur. Walls and gates
were used to protect the house and
make the transition onto the private
realm of a property. Long, winding
driveways allowed glimpses of the
house through trees and built anticipa-
tion. Awe-struck heroines in nineteenth-
century English novels eagerly
glimpsed the great manor house
where they might one day live (pro-
vided the romance at hand went well)
as the carriage wheels lurched and
leather seats creaked.

For new residential sites, the
approach and arrival sequence is the his-
toric province of the landscape architect,

builder, owner and architect working in
collaboration. How a new home is sited
on a piece of land, how the land is
graded and contoured and how the rib-
bon of the driveway will find its ulti-
mate shape are solutions to complex
creative problems. It is a luxury to work
with a blank canvas, but many other
residential projects reflect transforma-
tions of existing situations.

Keeping these visual and literary
images in mind explains many of the
features of the approach and arrival
sequence designed for large rural
estates and mansions today. The basic,
physical ingredients are the same, and
they play on the same human emo-
tions of anticipation, expectation and
the sheer pleasure of seeing a great
house for the first time. Scaled down
to smaller properties, a skillfully
designed approach and arrival
sequence has equally intriguing and
unforgettable results.




74

The Approach and Arrival Sequence

First Impressions

Each property is as individual as a fingerprint and can
easily vacillate between model citizen and fugitive.
When designing your approach and arrival sequence,

three axioms will improve the process.

he first axiom is Harmony in Materials, which allows

home grounds to read like a well-designed wardrobe, or

“of a piece,” as interior designers describe coordinated
rooms. The second axiom is Seamless Flow, whereby all portions
of the approach and arrival sequence work in concert. The third
axiom is Modulate Space—by using plant materials to accent
nodes or to solve visual problems.
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Axiom #1: Harmony in Materials. Whether the

approach and arrival sequence is designed for a starter home
or a connoisseur's mansion, the subtle qualities of genius loci
express themselves and take shape through the introduction of
a materials-and-color palette. Echoes of these choices occur

throughout the entire master plan.

The Approach and Arrival Sequence

FACING: Walkway

spaces are modulated

by creating a gateway
of plantings leading

into the entry garden.

ABOVE: This driveway
expresses harmony in
materials by combining
tumbled limestone edg-

ing with Craborchard

cobblestone. The house
LEFT: A trip up this

brown exposed aggre-

is a pale buff color.

gate driveway provides
a seamless flow for the

house and its grounds.

Choosing the predominant types of stone,
paving materials and other construction
materials is an exciting part of any design
process. A vast range of options is available
for every site: the house architecture, the
color and texture of its building materials and
architectural details and the neighborhood’s
personality. Personal preferences guide selec-
tions. The approach and arrival sequence

needs to say that you are encountering
something special. Build the personality of
the site with care and consistency.

Axiom #2: Seamless Flow. A well-
designed approach and arrival sequence is
perceived as one gracious and coherent
whole, with one design element transition-
ing into the next. The portal, parking court,

front walk, entry node and landing work in
concert so there are no gaps in the flow.

Axiom #3: Modulate Space. Plant-
ings add beauty and interest and are useful
to shape spaces and solve visual problems.
Crafted to reinforce the flow of movement
throughout the sequence, plantings offer
line, color, form and texture to a landscape

canvas. Furnishings and accessories used
sparingly give the arrival sequence additional
grooming and personalization.

Harmony of materials, modulation of
spaces and the seamless flow between the
drive portal and corridor, parking court, front
walk and landing in the approach and arrival
sequence bind a property together into a
coherent whole.

First Impressions
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The Anatomy of an Approach and
Arrival Sequence: Checklist
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